


Background 

The "Space on Wheels" (SoW) initiative, a collaborative effort between the Indian Space 
Research Organization (ISRO) and Vijnana Bharati (VIBHA), has emerged as a 
remarkable journey that has ignited the curiosity and enthusiasm of thousands of 
students and citizens across India. Aimed at promoting space science and ISRO’s 
extraordinary contributions to space exploration, this unique program brings the 
wonders of space technology directly to rural and semi-urban communities through an 
interactive mobile exhibition. The initiative provides hands-on experiences, exhibits, and 
educational resources, making the cutting-edge achievements of ISRO accessible to even 
the remotest areas. Launched in August 2023 and continuing through 2025, this program 
seeks to inspire young minds and foster a deeper understanding of India’s space 
missions, satellite applications, and the science behind these monumental achievements. 
At the heart of this effort lies a full-sized, air-conditioned bus, transformed into a mobile 
exhibition showcasing three-dimensional models of satellites, their components, and the 
intricate principles behind their functioning.  

In addition to the space exhibitions, the initiative includes a series of engaging activities 
such as quizzes, poster-making contests, drawing competitions, elocution events, and 
lectures by renowned experts in space science. With the support of local volunteers, 
schools, and community members, the initiative has successfully reached over 65,000 
students across diverse districts in North Bengal, West Bengal, with plans to extend its 
reach to even more areas. Through the collaborative efforts of VIBHA, ISRO, local 
schools, and community stakeholders, the program not only educates but also ignites 
dreams, pushing students toward careers in science and technology, while instilling a 
sense of pride in India’s space prowess.  

This initiative is more than just an educational tour; it is a celebration of knowledge, 
collaboration, and a step towards building a scientifically empowered society ready to 
contribute to the nation’s growth. 

Objectives 

The Space on Wheels initiative addresses a significant need in society to:  

• Bridge the gap between scientific advancements and public awareness.  

• Inspire students and teachers to pursue careers in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM).  

• Encourage curiosity and build a foundational understanding of India’s space 
missions and their real-world applications.  

• Showcase the role of ISRO in transforming lives through innovations in satellite 
technology, remote sensing, and navigation.  

• Develop a scientific temperament and foster creativity, especially in rural and 
underserved regions.  

 



Major activities 

• Exhibitions 

• Interactions with the scientists 

• Inter-school competitions showcasing talents and innovativeness 

• Public awareness 

• Resource development at school level through workshops 

• Developing relationships with eminent personalities across North Bengal 

Milestones & Key Highlights 

• More than 90% of the schools were govt. aided/sponsored 

• The students from rural background with lesser resources could be served 

• Except the prizes, all other expenditure were borne by the host schools voluntarily 

• The contact details of the resource persons were collected for future programme 
and active participation in the Vijnana Bharati’s activities 

• Follow-up activities were carried out through celebrating National Science Day 
in association with the host schools 

• Second follow-up activity has been planned (visit of 80-100 selected students at 
ISRO campus, Kolkata under Space on Wheels) 

✓ Total Host Schools: 36 
✓ Participating Schools: 291 
✓ Total Student participants: 67435 
✓ Resource persons: 240 

Impacts of the programme 

• The programme of ~40 days could reach ~67,000 students along with other sector 

of people. 

• The programme could inspire the students to pursue studies in science stream and 

able to generate curiosity about space science 

•  The presence of Vijnana Bharati could be strengthen through connections with 

schools, educators, government officials, and local communities  

•  The programme could create new opportunities for Vijnana Bharati for future 

endeavors 

Media coverage 

The programme garnered extensive attention across various media platforms, 

newspaper, social media, news channels etc. The district specific details are given in 

annexure. 



Schedule of the programme 

 

 



Distributions of the schools 

 
Coochbehar 

 
Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri 

 
Alipurduar 
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Sample banner 

 



District Specific Report 
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